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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has qa receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
Please Order From: "a 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 





THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Delayed Vocations 


Women with delayed Vocations to Religious Life are invited 


to write to: The Directress 
P.O. Box 8219, Kersey Coates Station 
1015 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo. 





Rosaries Rechained 


Your rosary rechained in sterling silver, $1.50, or in nickel silver, 
$1.00. New Crucifix, 20¢; new center, 10¢. New sterling silver cross, 
$1.00; center, 50¢. Rosary made of any beads you send, $1.00. The 
nickel chain is the strongest. Have Crystal Rosaries—sterling cross 
and center, $5.00. 


Mr. J. Randall, 4433 Laclede Avenue, St. Louis 8, Missouri 
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Spiritual Vitamin for March 
O my God, relying on Thy goodness and promises, | hope to ob- 
tain pardon for my sins, the assistance of Thy grace, and life ever- 
lasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ. (Ind. of 3 yrs.) 








Through her Heart, His sorrow sharing, All His bitter anguish bearing, 
Now at length the sword has passed. 
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The Living Book of the Passion 
sates he 
UR Divine Savior’s Passion and Death ought to be the 
object of our loving consideration at all times of the year. 
However, we should with greater fervor and love con: 
template these sacred mysteries during that holy season 
which the Church singles out in a special way for their 
remembrance, namely, the last two weeks of Lent, which 
she designates as Passiontide. But it is during Holy Week in particu- 
lar that the Church wishes us to enter deeply into the sacred mysteries 
of our Redemption and to ponder the sufferings of our Redeemer. 

The Passion and Death of Christ is a living book, from which we 
may learn the greatest and most sublime truths. In it we see clearly 
written the awful malice of sin, which required for its expiation such 
unheard-of torments and even death itself on the part of the Divine 
Victim. From the book of the Passion we may learn the infinite love 
and mercy of God, which impelled Him to employ such extreme meas- 
ures to save the human race from eternal perdition. And from it we 
may learn also the priceless value of our immortal souls, for which 
Christ shed His Precious Blood even to the last drop. 

Moreover, as the saintly Benedictine Abbot, Dom Columba Mar- 
mion, admonishes, “We should love to meditate upon the Passion be- 
cause it is also therein that Christ’s virtues shine forth with such bril- 
liancy. He possesses every virtue within His Soul, but the occasions 
of manifesting them especially arise in His Passion. His immense love 
for His Father, His charity for mankind, hatred of sin, forgiveness of 
injuries, patience, meekness, fortitude, obedience to lawful authority, 
compassion, — all these virtues shine out in a heroic manner in these 





days of sorrow. 

“When we contemplate Jesus in His Passion, we see the Exemplar 
of our life, the Model (admirable and accessible at the same time) of 
those virtues of compunction, abnegation, patience, resignation, aban- 
donment to God’s will, charity, meekness, which we ought to practice 
so as to become like unto our Divine Head.” 

The saintly Abbot continues: “There is a third aspect which we 
too often forget, an aspect which is, however, of extreme importance. 
When we contemplate the sufferings of Jesus, He grants us, according 
to the measure of our faith, the grace to practice the virtues which 
He revealed during those holy hours. How is this? When Christ 
dwelt uopn earth, an all-powerful virtue went out from His Divine 
Person, healing bodily infirmities, enlightening the mind, and quicken- 
ing the soul. 
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“Something analogous comes to pass when we place ourselves in 
contact with Jesus by faith. To those who lovingly followed Him along 
the road to Golgotha, or were present at His immolation, Christ surely 











With merciless cruelty the executioners goad on the Divine Victim. 


granted special graces. This virtue which then went out from Him 
still does so; and when, in a spirit of faith, in order to compassionate 
His sufferings and to imitate Him, we follow Him from the Pretorium 
to Calvary and take our stand at the foot of the Cross, He gives us the 
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same graces, He makes us partakers of the same favors. Never let 
us forget that Christ Jesus is not a dead and inert model; but, ever 
living, He supernaturally produces in those who draw near to Him in 
the right dispositions, the perfection that they contemplate in His 
Person.” (Christ in His Mysteries, Chapt. xiv.) 

Let us, then, during this holy Passiontide, follow our dear Lord 
in spirit from station to station of His bitter Passion, till we see Him 
at last hanging upon the Cross and dying in unspeakable pain and 
dereliction. We must not, however, take a morbid view of the Passion, 
exerting our imagination in order to represent to ourselves all its 
bloody details so as to stir up our emotions. Rather we should think 
of these sufferings of Our Lord in the light of their cause—our sins— 
and in the light of the infinite love which impelled our Savior to en- 
dure them, and then try to make them fruitful by a corresponding 
transformation of our lives in keeping with the teachings of the Gospel 
and with God’s commandments. For it is this, above all, that the 
Church purposes when she so vividly places before our minds the 
scenes of the Passion in her prayers and ceremonies and reminds us 
of the great price of our Redemption. As the Bride of Christ, she 
wishes each one of her children to profit by His sufferings, and to 
glorify Him by a purity and holiness of life which will merit the 
salvation He purchased so dearly by these sufferings. 


St. Joseph, Our Model of Sanctity and Our 
Powerful Intercessor 


on see 
a ees 


HE Holy Spirit canonized St. Joseph by styling him, 
in Holy Scripture, a “just” man, that is, “holy” or 
“saintly.” In the litany of St. Joseph, eight invoca- 
tions refer to or describe his sanctity. If anyone has 
a vague impression that to be a saint means to do 
something extraordinary, to break up the settled 
course of one’s life, to lay aside ordinary occupations, 

and spend kneeling in prayer the time now devoted to earning a liveli- 

hood, the life of St. Joseph corrects any such ideas of saintliness. The 

Church in her wise guidance tells us in her beautiful Office for his 

feast: “Go to Joseph!” for she knows that there are salient lessons 

in his life which may serve to guide us to sanctity if we but heed them. 
Though St. Joseph is often called “the silent saint,’ and Holy 

Scripture records no words of his which we ¢an take to heart and put 

into practice, his actions speak louder than any words. He was a 
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man of action. He waited until he understood what God wanted him 
to do in any given circumstance, and then did it. St. Joseph always 
fulfilled the will of God, no matter how difficult it was for nature or 
what sacrifices it entailed. He put no “whys” to God. “Why did God 
send me here? Why did God let this happen?” His sanctity grew 











where his lot in life was cast. He did not say, “I could be holy if I 
were a solitary in a desert.” He lived in a carpenter’s shop and so he 
sanctified himself in doing a carpenter’s work. He did not say, “I 
could be holy if I did not have so many things to think of.” He had 
a thousand things to think of, and he became holy in taking care of 
these thousand concerns of life. He did not say he could be holy if 
he were only allowed to remain in his quiet home. God sent him into 
exile; therefore, he would be holy in exile, in wandering. His trials 
were many. He had to earn his daily bread, and to make important 
decisions. He had to give up many things, his home, his country, his 
modest trade, to obey the Divine order and take the Virgin and Child 
to a foreign land whose language and customs he did not know. He 
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had to take his Family amongst heathens who did not know God. 
Incessant worries beset him; the journey was long and difficult, and 
yet he went on, trusting in God’s Providence. Here, there, everywhere, 
St. Joseph is the just man accomplishing the will of God. 

St. Joseph attained sanctity because he loved God. The love of 
God which inflamed his heart was a generous love, inclining him to 
a perfect devotedness to His service, making him perform with joy the 
many great sacrifices God asked of him. It was an invincible love, 
not to be checked or surmounted by anything; it was an exalted love, 
preserving no attachment to the pleasures, honors, or riches of this 
world. . 

When the years of exile in Egypt were over, and Joseph returned 
with Mary and Jesus to Nazareth, we see his noble figure, the “human 
providence” he was to Jesus and Mary, bending over his work at the 
carpenter’s bench, industrious, pondering on the revelations concern- 
ing the Treasure entrusted to him, trying to understand the mystery 
of it and yielding to God’s designs. He worked, he prayed, he sancti- 
fied himself by gentleness, by patience, by the domestic virtues, and 
when his holy life was brought to a close, he breathed forth his pure 
soul in peace beneath the tender gaze of Jesus and Mary. 


In heaven St. Joseph’s influence and power of intercession is as- 
suredly very great, for his holiness and dignity are so exalted as to 
give him the highest place after his holy spouse, according to the teach- 
ing of many theologians. Moreover, it is inconceivable that, having 
obeyed him on earth, Jesus, his Foster Son, could refuse him any re- 
quest in heaven. Hence, St. Joseph is a perfect confidant for our 
anxieties and hopes, and a powerful intercessor with God. His heart 
is filled with love for us here on earth, for he understands the trials 
that beset us. He suffered as we suffer, and he will sympathize with 
us because he has gone through the material difficulties of life; he 
will welcome kindly those who entrust their human, daily concerns to 
him, like the client who said, “I can ask St. Joseph for anything; 
health, peace of mind, success in my undertakings, even money I am 
in want of. He had so many difficulties during his lifetime, he sym- 
pathizes with ours. He is always good to those who trust in him.” 


Because God the Father placed the temporal affairs of the Holy 
Family in charge of St. Joseph, many of the faithful dedicate their 
temporal affairs to him, but he is eminently interested also in all that 
concerns our spiritual welfare. St. Teresa of Avila, one of the many 
saints who held St. Joseph in the highest veneration, recommends de- 
votion to him as a means of spiritual advancement, and who better 
than he could obtain for us intimacy with Jesus and Mary, since he 
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is so near to God and so near to us? The confidence placed in St. 
Joseph by Holy Church can. readily be seen in that she has named him 
her special patron under the title, “Patron of the Universal Church,” 
that is to say, of the whole Mystical Body of Christ and of each of its 
members. Yes, heaven itself, by the multitude of favors granted 
through St. Joseph’s intercession, raises its voice to cry out to us with 


Holy Church: GO TO JOSEPH! 


Holy Year Extended to the World for 1951 
N THE hope not only that the fruits of the Holy Year may not 
wither, but also that the spectacles of faith and piety, for which 
the Eternal City has been the theater during the past months, may be 
everywhere repeated,” His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has extended the 
treasure of the Holy Year to the Christian people of the entire world, 
exclusive of Rome, through an Apostolic Constitution issued on Christ- 
mas Day. The time for gaining the Holy Year indulgences lasts from 
January 1, 1951, through December 31, 1951. Though not identical, 
the conditions for gaining the indulgences are similar to those which 
were prescribed for the Holy Year of 1950 at Rome. The number of 
churches or visits remains the same, namely, four, but the prescribed 
prayers are slightly increased in number. As in the preceding Holy 
Year, Confession and Communion are also required to gain the in- 
dulgence, and these must be distinct from the annual confession and 
Easter Communion, prescribed by the law of the Church. 

The Bishops of the various dioceses have been empowered to 
designate the churches and sanctuaries which must be visited by the 
faithful in their diocese, and are encouraged to urge the people to 
pray “according to the intentions of the Holy Father, particularly to 
implore for universal peace, courage in those who suffer persecutions 
as did the martyrs of other ages, the spiritual and moral welfare of 
families, the unity of all in justice and fraternal charity, and the 
triumph of the Church.” 

In general, the conditions for the Jubilee Indulgences are as 
follows: 

The faithful must visit four churches designated by their Bishop, 
and there recite the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory be to the Father 
five times, with an additional Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory be to 
the Father for the intention of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, adding the 
Apostles’ Creed, and three Hail Marys with the invocation, “Queen of 
Peace, pray for us,” and concluding with the “Hail, Holy Queen.” It 
is also recommended, but not necessary for gaining the indulgence, 
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that the special prayer for the Holy Year, composed by Pope Pius XII, 
be added. The prayers must be vocal, but when several persons in a 
group make the visits together, they may alternate in reciting the 
prayers. The indulgences may be gained as often as a person fulfils 
the conditions, and may be applied to the poor souls. All prescribed 
works must be performed and completed before a new attempt to 
gain the indulgence is made, but there is no prescribed order for per- 
forming the required works. Confession and Communion may precede, 
or follow, or come in between the visits to the churches. It is to be 
understood that the final work must be performed in a state of grace, 
which is required for the gaining of any indulgence. 

The conditions to be fulfilled by the sick and such as are pre- 
vented from performing the ordinary conditions of the Jubilee indul- 
gence will be set forth later by the Sacred Penitentiary. 

It may be further remarked that all the ordinary indulgences at- 
tached to good works and prayers which were reserved exclusively for 
the poor souls during the Jubilee of 1950 may be gained by the living 
for themselves during 1951, or applied to the poor souls, if desired. 


‘the Mather of Dorrows 


ee 
Se ie ie 


“Oh, all you who pass by the way, attend, and see if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow” (Lam. 1:12). 


f ITH these pitiful accents, our Mother of Sorrows 
cries out to us as we pass along the road of Lent 
and near the summit of Holy Week. True, her 
whole life, like that of her Divine Child, was one of 
great sorrow, as well as of consuming joy. But the 
S| height of her sufferings was reached during the 
bitter Passion of her Son, when the storm of hatred and cruelty which 
swept over Him, lashed at her also with its violence, and wave upon 
wave of nameless sorrow and affliction overwhelmed her soul. 

The mean betrayal of Judas, the cowardly flight of the Apostles, 
the mockery and contempt of the wretched soldiery, the lying testimony 
of the hired witnesses, the sophistry of the High Priests, the insolence 
of Herod: all were so many swords piercing her heart, which beat with 
fierce, maternal tenderness and helpless anguish as she gazed on her 
Son, displayed in all His naked misery to the raging Jews. Then the 
terrifying outburst: “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” which wiped out 
Pilate’s timid resistance; and Mary must watch as the dread burden of 
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the heavy Cross is placed on Jesus’ shoulders, who, staggering with 
exhaustion, carries, like Isaac of old, the wood on which He is to be 
sacrificed. And as Abraham followed his son up the mountain with 
fire and sword, so Mary will follow her Son to the mount of sacrifice, 
the fire of love and the sword of sorrow in her heart. 


As the cruel procession draws near her, Mary is filled with peace 
and tranquillity; and how could it be otherwise? God was coming, 
and peace goes before Him; — but as great as the serenity of her soul, 
always submissive to the will of the Most High, is the grief of her 
heart. And that grief redoubles when Jesus, almost beside her. stops 
to lift His one free hand to wipe the Blood from His eyes, and sees 
His Mother. His look is full of grieving sadness, mingled with Divine 
compassion for His murderers. She holds out her arms to Him, but is 
pushed back by a rough blow from a soldier, while Jesus is dragged on 
toward Calvary’s height. Like the tide, their mutual love and anguish 
mingle and surge higher. Her mother’s arms cannot ease His repeated 
falls, and the dusty streets of Jerusalem freely absorb the Blood which 
pours from the newly opened wounds. Worse still, Mary must witness 
the fury of the mob — men, women, even little children, shrieking and 
raging against their Savior. Never before has the world seen anything 
so horrible as this madness of creatures thirsting for the Blood of their 
Creator, whose love for them is leading Him to death, like a lamb to 
slaughter. 


When Mary reaches the place of crucifixion, they have already 
torn from Jesus His woolen garments. His every wound bleeding afresh, 
He is thrown with ghastly violence down upon the Cross, a bed far 
harder than the manger of Bethlehem from which He first blessed the 
world. His hands, so often outstretched to heal and caress, are seized 
and nailed into the places prepared for them; His feet, so often wearied 
in ceaseless search for souls, are wrenched and pounded into position, 
the dull blows of the hammer falling alike with awful force on the limbs 
of Jesus and the Heart of Mary. Never has mother-love reigned on so 
noble a throne as the Heart of Mary, and the depth of her grief is pro- 
portioned to this sublime love. 


Now the Cross with its precious Burden is raised on high and 
dropped with a sickening thud into a hollowed-out place in the rocks. 
The shock and the swaying cause our Savior’s wounds to gape wider, 
and once more the Blood streams down His disfigured Countenance. 
Hanging there, suspended by three nails, He can find no ease; if He 
would rest His head against the Cross, the thorns prevent it; if He 
would drop it to His breast, the increased weight only widens the 
wounds. His lips, burning with fever and thirst, are stuck together 
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with dried blood. Never had a son so needed the loving care of a 
mother. And Mary is helpless. She can but witness the dreadful tor- 
ments of her Child, unable to do so much as wipe the sweat from His 
face, or offer Him a cup of water. Ah, truly she is the Mother of 
Sorrows, of whom the prophet spoke: “To what shall I compare thee, 
or to what shall I liken thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? To what shall 
I equal thee, that I may comfort thee, O daughter of Sion? For great 
as the sea is thy destruction” (Jer. 2:13). Unequalled, unsurpassed, 
is her sorrow; words cannot realize it. “OQ Mother Mary,” exclaims 
St. Bonaventure, “I see thee standing under the Cross in bitter affliction, 
suffering with thy Divine Son. All His wounds and pains are repeated 
in thy heart. Thou also art crowned with thorns, filled with reproach- 
es, and fixed to the Cross. All the wounds of thy Divine Son are thine, 
and truly thou couldst say with Him: ‘My soul is sorrowful even unto 


death.’ ” 


Perceiving His Mother’s grief and anxious to console her, Jesus 
recommends her to the care of His beloved disciple, St. John: “Behold 
thy son.” These words plunge another sword into the Mother’s heart; 
her agony is deepened at seeing her Child forget His pain in order to 
solace her. Then, too, she is now to be without her Jesus, to have in- 
stead of the Son of God, a son of man; instead of the Creator, a crea- 
ture; instead of the Master, the disciple. 

One last time the burning lips open: “It is finished.” The sacred 
head drops low, the eyes close and Mary, Co-redemptrix now, stands 
beneath the Cross; she has sacrificed her Son for the saving of the 
world. But her sorrows are not ended, though they are sweet sorrows 
now; for at last she holds Him again in her arms, and Bethlehem is 
renewed in a wondrous manner. The Mother cherishes again her 
Child; a Joseph is standing near — St. Joseph of Arimathea; St. John 
and Mary Magdalen take the place of the shepherds; unseen angels sur- 
round the holy Body, and Nicodemus brings the offering of the Magi 
— myrrh for the sepulchre. 

Where did Mary derive the strength to endure such an excess of 
sorrow, to stand so firmly under the Cross, while the sword of sorrow 
pierced deeper into her heart? That is a mystery of love, love for 
her Divine Son, and love for us, her adopted children. Mary is a 
mother, and more than an ordinary mother; Mary is the Mother of 
God. There, at the foot of the Cross, the fountain of all grace and 
blessing, where the mercy of God celebrates its greatest triumph, there 
Mary was made the Queen of Martyrs, and at the same time she be- 
came our Mother, the consoler of the afflicted, the help of Christians, 
and the refuge of sinners. And today, more truly than ever, she is 
our Mother and our refuge. Ceaselessly — at Lourdes, at LaSalette, 
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at Fatima, she begs us to stop offending her Son, to pray and to do 
penance, that our stricken, hate-filled world may come at last to peace, 
to that peace Christ came on earth to establish. Ah, Mother of Sorrows, 
and Mother of the sorrowing, Mother of God and tender Mother of 
men, forgive us the suffering we cause thee, teach us to love thy Son, 
help us to serve Him now, that we may sing His mercies together with 
thee in heaven for evermore. 


Holy Thursday with Mother Church 


eLh-e-t}-e-t}-« 


3) HE CHURCH, on Holy Thursday, renews in a most 
> solemn manner the mystery of the Last Supper. Our 
Lord, on the occasion of the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament, said to His Apostles, “Do this for a com- 
memoration of Me.” Let us, therefore, consider the 
scene as set forth for us in the Gospel narrative, that 
we may enter more fully into this sublime mystery. 

Jesus is in the supper chamber, where the Paschal lamb is to be 
eaten. All the Apostles are with Him; Judas is there also, but his 
crime is not known to the rest. Jesus approaches the table, on which 
the lamb is served. His disciples stand around Him. The ceremonies 
prescribed by God to Moses are religiously observed. At the beginning 
of the repast, Jesus speaks these words to His Apostles: “With desire 
I have desired to eat this Pasch with you, before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). 
In saying this, He does not imply that the Pasch of this year is in- 
trinsically better than those which have preceded it; but that it is 
dearer to Him, inasmuch at it is to give rise to the institution of the 
new Pasch, which He has prepared for mankind, and which He is 
now going to give them as His last gift; for, as St. John says, “having 
loved His own who were in the world, He loved them unto the end.” 

During the repast, Jesus, who reads the hearts of all men, utters 
these words, which cause great consternation among the disciples: 
“Amen, I say to you that one of you is about to betray Me:—he that 
dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, he shall betray me” (Matt. 26: 
21,23). The sadness with which He speaks is enough to soften any 
heart; and Judas, who knows His Master’s goodness, feels that they 
imply a merciful pardon, if he will but ask it. But no: the passion 
of avarice has enslaved his soul, and he, like the rest of the Apostles, 
says to Jesus: “Is it I, Rabbi?” Jesus answers him in a whisper in 
order not to compromise him before his brethren: “Thou hast said 
it!” But Judas yields not. He intends to remain with Jesus, until 
the hour comes for betraying Him. Thus, the august mystery, which 
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is on the point of being celebrated, is to be insulted by his presence! 

The legal repast is over. It is followed by a feast, which again 
brings the disciples around their Divine Master. It was the custom 
in the East that guests should repose two and two on couches round 
the table: these have been provided by the disciple who has placed 
his house at Jesus’ service. John is on the same couch as Jesus, so 
that it is easy for him to lean his head on his Master's breast. Peter 
is on the next couch, on the other side of Jesus, who is thus between 





the two disciples whom He had sent in the morning to prepare the 
Pasch, and who, as we are told, represent faith and love. The second 


repast is a sorrowful one, in consequence of Jesus’ having told the 
guests that one of them is a traitor. The innocent and affectionate 
John is overwhelmed with grief, and seeks consolation on the Heart 
of his dear Lord, whom someone is about to deliver to His enemies. 


But the Apostles little expect a third supper; Jesus has not told 
them of His intention; but He has made a promise, and He would 
fulfil it before His Passion. Speaking one day to the people, He had 
said: “I am the living Bread which came down from heaven; if any 
man eat of this Bread, he shall live forever, and the Bread that I will 
give is My Flesh for the life of the world... My Flesh is meat indeed, 
and My Blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh 
My Blood abideth in Me, and I in him” (John 6:51,52,56,57). The 
time has come for the fulfilment of this, His loving promise. But as 
it was both His Flesh and His Blood that He promised us, He waited 
till the time of His sacrifice. His Passion has begun; He is sold to 
His enemies; His life is already in their hands:—He may at once, 
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therefore, offer Himself in sacrifice, and give to His disciples the very 
Flesh and Blood of the Victim. 

As soon as the second repast is over, Jesus suddenly rises, and, 
to the astonishment of His Apostles, takes off His upper garment, 
girds Himself, as a servant, with a towel, pours water into a basin, 
and prepares to wash the feet of the guests. It was the custom in the 
East, to wash one’s feet before taking part in a feast; it was considered 
as the very extreme of hospitality when the master of the house him- 
self did this service to his guests. Jesus is about to regale His Apostles 
with a Divine banquet; He wishes to treat them with every possible 
mark of welcome and attention. But in this, as in every other action 
of His, there is a fund of instruction. He would teach us, by what 
He is now doing, how great is the purity wherewith we should ap- 
proach the Holy Table. “He that is washed,” says He, “needs not 
but to wash his feet” (John 13:10), as though He would say: “The 
holiness of this Table is such, that those who come to it should not 
only be free from grievous sins, but they should, moreover, strive, to 
cleanse their souls from those lesser faults, which come from contact 
with the world, and are like the dust that covers the feet of one that 
walks on the highway.” 

It is with Peter, the future head of His Church, that Jesus begins. 
The Apostle protests; he declares that he will never permit his Master 
to humble Himself so low as this: but he is obliged to yield. The 
other Apostles (who, as Peter himself, are reclining upon their couches) 
receive the same mark of love: Jesus comes to each of them in turn, 
and washes their feet. Judas is not excepted: he has just received 
a second warning from His merciful Master; for Jesus, addressing 
Himself to all the Apostles, said to them: “You are clean, but not all” 
(Ibid.) : but the reproach produced no effect upon this hardened heart. 
Having finished washing the feet of the twelve, Jesus resumes His 
place, side by side with John. 

Then taking a piece of unleavened bread that had remained from 
the feast, He raises His eyes to heaven, blesses the bread, breaks it, 
and distributes it to His disciples, saying to them: “Take ye, and eat; 
this is My Body” (Matt. 26:26). The Apostles take the bread, which 
is now changed into the Body of their Divine Master; they eat; and 
Jesus is now not only with them, but in them. But, as this sacred 
Mystery is not only the most holy of the sacraments, but, moreover, a 
true Sacrifice, and as a sacrifice requires the shedding of blood, Jesus 
takes the cup, and changing the wine into His own Blood, He passes 
it round to His disciples, saying to them: “Drink ye all, of this; for 
this is My Blood of the new testament, which shall be shed for many, 
unto the remission of sins” (Ibid. 27,28). The Apostles drink from 
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the sacred chalice thus proffered them! When it comes to Judas, he 
too partakes of it, but he drinks his own damnation, as he ate his own 
judgment when he received the Bread of Life. Jesus, however, merci- 
fully offers the traitor another grace, by saying, as He gives the cup 
to His disciples, “The hand of him that betrayeth Me is with me on 
the table” (Luke 22:21). 

Peter is struck by Jesus’ thus frequently alluding to the crime 
which is to be committed by one of the twelve. He is determined to 
find out who the traitor is. Not daring himself to ask Jesus, at whose 
right hand he is sitting, he makes a sign to John who is on the other 
side, and begs him to put the question. John leans on Jesus’ breast, 
and says to Him in a whisper: “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answers him 
in an equally suppressed tone: “He to whom | shall reach bread 
dipped.” And having taken one of the pieces of bread that remained 
over from the repast, He dipped it, and gave it to Judas. It was one 
more grace offered and refused, for the evangelist adds: “And after 
the morsel, Satan entered into him” (John 13:17). Jesus again ad- 
dresses him: “That which thou dost, do quickly” (Ibid.). The wretch 
then leaves the room, and sets about the perpetration of his crime. 


Such is the history of the Last Supper, of which we celebrate the 
anniversary on Holy Thursday. But there is one circumstance of the 
deepest interest to us, to which we have, so far, made only an indirect 
allusion. The institution of the Holy Eucharist, both as a Sacrament 
and as a Sacrifice, is followed by another: the institution of a new 
priesthood. How could our Savior have said: “Except you eat the 
Flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, you shall not have 
life in you” (John 6:54), unless He had resolved to establish a ministry 
upon earth, whereby He would renew, even to the end of time, the 
great mystery He thus commands us to receive? He begins it today 
in the Cenacle. The twelve Apostles are the first to partake of it; 
but observe what He says to them: “Do this for a commemoration of 
Me” (Luke 22:19). By these words He gives them power to change 
bread into His Body, and wine into His Blood; and this sublime power 
shall be perpetuated in the Church, by holy Ordination, even to the 
end of the world. Jesus will continue to operate, by the ministry of 
mortal and sinful men, the mystery of the Last Supper. By thus en- 
riching His Church with the one and perpetual Sacrifice, He also 
gives us the means of abiding in Him, for He gives us, as He promised, 
the Bread of heaven. Today, then, we keep the anniversary, not only 
of the institution of the Holy Eucharist, but also of the equally wonder- 
ful institution of the Christian priesthood. 


To offer the faithful an outward expression of the greatness and 
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the unity of this Supper, which our Savior gave to His disciples, and 
through them, to us, the Church forbids her priests to say private 
Masses on this day, except in cases of necessity. She would have but 
one Sacrifice to be offered in each church, at which the other priests 
are to assist, and receive Holy Communion from the hands of the 
celebrant. When approaching the altar, they put on the stole, the 
emblem of their priesthood. 


The Mass of Maundy Thursday is one of the most solemn of the 
year; and although the feast of Corpus Christi is the day for solemnly 
honoring the mystery of the Holy Eucharist, still, the Church would 
have the anniversary of the Last Supper to be celebrated with all pos- 
sible splendor. The color of the vestments is white, as it is for 
Christmas day and Easter Sunday; the decorations of the altar and 
sanctuary all bespeak joy, and yet, there are several ceremonies during 
this Mass which show that the holy Bride of Christ has not forgotten 
the Passion of her Jesus, and that this joy is but transient. The priest 
intones the angelic hymn, “Glory be to God in the highest!” and the 
bells ring forth a joyous peal, which continues during the whole of 
the heavenly canticle: but from that moment they remain silent, and 
their long silence produces, in every heart, a sentiment of holy mourn- 
fulness. But why does the Church deprive us, for so many hours, of 
the grand melody of these sweet bells, whose voices cheer us during 
the rest of the year? It is to show us that this world lost all its 
melody and joy when its Savior suffered and was crucified. Moreover, 
she would hereby remind us how the Apostles (who were the heralds 
of Christ, and are figured by the bells, whose ringing summons the 
faithful to the house of God) fled from their Divine Master and left 
Him a prey to His enemies. 


The Holy Sacrifice continues as usual; but at the solemn moment 
of the elevation of the holy Host and the Chalice of salvation, the bell 
is silent, and outside the church there is not given to the neighbor- 
hood the usual signal of the descent of Jesus upon the altar. When the 
time of the Holy Communion is near, the priest does not give the kiss 
of peace to the deacon, who, according to the apostolic tradition, should 
transmit it, by the subdeacon, to those who are about to communicate. 
Our thoughts turn to the traitor Judas, who on this very day profaned 
the sign of friendship by making it an instrument of death. It is out 
of detestation for this crime that the Church omits, today, the sign of 
fraternal charity: it would too painfully remind us of the sacrilegious 
hypocrisy. 

Another rite peculiar to today is the consecration of two Hosts 
during the Mass. One of these the priest receives in Communion; 
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the other he reserves, and reverently places It in a chalice, which he 
covers with a veil. The reason of this is that tomorrow the Church 
suspends the daily Sacrifice. Such is the impression produced by the 
anniversary of our Savior’s Death, that the Church dares not to renew 
upon her altars the immolation which was then offered on Calvary; 
or rather, her renewal of it will be by fixing all her thoughts on the 
terrible scene of that Friday noon. The Host reserved from today’s 
Mass will be her morrow’s participation. This rite is called the Mass 
of the Presanctified, because in it the priest does not consecrate, but 
only receives the Host consecrated on the previous day. 

But although the Church suspends, for a few short hours, the 
oblation of the Perpetual Sacrifice, she would not that her Divine 
Spouse should lose aught of the homage that is due to Him in the 
Sacrament of His Love. Catholic piety has found a means to change 
these trying hours into a tribute of devotion to the Holy Eucharist. In 
every church is prepared a richly ornamented side-chapel or pavilion, 
where, after today’s Mass, the Church places the Body of her Divine 
Lord. Though veiled from their view, the faithful will visit Him in 
this His holy resting-place, pay Him their most humble adoration, 
and present to Him their most fervent supplications. “Wheresoever the 
Body shall be, there shall the eagles be gathered together” (Matt. 
24:28). In every part of the Catholie world, a concert of prayer, more 
loving and earnest than at any other period of the year, will be offered 
to our Jesus, in reparation for the outrages He underwent, during 
these very hours, from the Jews. Around this anticipated tomb will be 
united both His long-tried and fervent servants, and those who are 
newly-converted, or are preparing for their reconciliation. 

(From ‘‘The Liturgical Year,’’ by Abbot Gueranger. O.S.B.) 


Mary, Our Model of Fidelity to Our Departed 
= Loved Ones 





PANY 1 are the forms in which Catholic devotion to our Blessed 
at =! Mother finds expression, but perhaps there is none more 
“3 22> pleasing to her, and none which calls forth her maternal ten- 
4 derness and pity towards us more than the pious and sym- 
=~ pathetic remembrance of her sorrows. The appeal which we 
(ey make to Our Lady through the memory of her sorrows 
Se touches her heart as nothing else can, and inclines her 
Qk readily to hear and obtain our petitions. The whole life 
“=> of Mary was one long pilgrimage of sorrow. Suffering 
4 is, of course, the lot of most people in this world, but it is 
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in a special way the portion which God has provided for His chosen 
friends and servants. The highest in the kingdom of the saints are 
they who have drunk most deeply of the bitter chalice of Our Lord’s 
Passion. Our Lady was chosen from all eternity for the dignity of 
Mother of God and Queen of heaven, and we find no exception in her 
«ase. If she is the Queen of heaven, she is also the Queen of martyrs 
and the Queen of sorrows, for in the lives of none of the saints do 
we find sorrows like unto her sorrows. 


The dolors of Mary are ordinarily numbered as seven, and they 
are centered about the life and death of her Divine Son. But there 
were other sorrows in Mary’s life, and among them was the death of 
St. Joseph, and her subsequent widowhood. St. Joseph was her true 
spouse, the head of the Holy Family, and she loved him most ten- 
derly, more than any woman ever loved her husband. Mary had de- 
pended on St. Joseph in her married life, and she had always had his 
help in times of supreme trial, as when she needed shelter in Bethle- 
hem and during the flight into Egypt. St. Joseph had been the protector 
of her virginity and the foster father of her Son. With him she had 
anxiously sought her Divine Child when He had remained behind in 
Jerusalem without their knowledge. Together they had shared a life 
of poverty and lowly duties. They had contemplated the heavenly 
Treasure in their charge and adored in silence their God, marveling 
at the wisdom that was in Him and tenderly watching Him grow in 
age and grace. They had read together the Scriptures and knew of 
the coming Passion and Death of their Son. Jesus had unfolded to 
them both the mystery of Redemption. Together they looked forward 
to that day, knit together as one heart and one spirit. 


But in the time of Mary’s supreme trial, St. Joseph was not there, 
to share her sorrow and comfort her. He had had the consoling privi- 
lege of dying in Mary's arms, and his death had been sweet and 
tranquil, the perfect type of a Christian death in all its beauty, sim- 
plicity and grandeur. His death, however, was accompanied by regret 
inasmuch as he was leaving on earth those who formed his happiness, 
and who were one day to be his crown in heaven. But he died full 
of hope, in the assurance of a blessed eternity. His soul descended 
into Limbo, there to await the day of Our Lord’s ascension, when he 
would be permitted to receive the reward of his eminent virtues. 

And Mary had to stand at the foot of the Cross while her Son in 
torments and suffering offered Himself as a Victim of propitiation 
for the sins of men. She had not the comfort of St. Joseph’s protect- 
ing arm, nor the encouragement of his presence. And the years of 
her widowhood continued, according to tradition, for some fifteen 
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years after the Ascension of Christ, during which time Mary cherished 
loving memories of the dear ones gone before, whilst awaiting reunion 
with Jesus and St. Joseph in heaven. 


If we reflect but a moment on the devotion of Mary and St. Joseph 
for each other, shall we not find in it a model of devotion for our 
loved ones, and especially for those who have departed from this life 
and now need our assistance more than ever before? If love for 
dear ones ends at death, or at the grave, then it is a mere sham, a sort 
of mask worn before the eyes of the world. True, sincere love re- 
mains faithful to the relations and friends who have passed on, and 
shows itself in generous sacrifices and earnest prayers offered to soothe 
and relieve the pains which they may have to suffer in purgatory in 
expiation for unatoned faults of which they were guilty in life. Think- 
ing of the departed and praying for them is a sign of true love and 
of strong faith, as well as a most meritorious act of charity. 


Throughout the entire world, Holy Mother Church constantly 
pleads for the souls suffering the privation and pains of purgatory. 
No Mass is offered anywhere without the most tender appeal being 
made to God to free them from their agony. Our Holy Mother Church 
never forgets. It cannot be said of her that the departed are soon 
forgotten. Neither can the truism, “Out of sight, out of mind,” be ap- 
plied to her. She is a true mother, and would have her children 
adopt her spirit. 

Our loved ones left us with regret, like that felt by St. Joseph in 
his passing, but did we not give them the encouragement and assurance 
of our prayers? Can we fail them now? Would Mary have failed 
St. Joseph had he needed suffrages in Limbo? 


How many times we could assist during the week at Holy Mass, 
and there join our Holy Mother, the Church, in petitioning our merci- 
ful Father in heaven in behalf of our own dear departed as well as. 
of other holy souls in purgatory! Why, then, do we not do it? How 
often have we neglected to unite ourselves with the appeal our blessed 
Lord offers in behalf of the souls so dear to Him? Or how often do 
we fail to use the many richly indulgenced prayers, which, with a little 
piety and effort, we can most profitably apply to those in agony in the 
fires of purgatory? We must admit that only too often we forget, or 
excuse ourselves for some trifle. But let us ponder on the enduring 
love of Mary and St. Joseph, and resolve from henceforth to honor 
their sorrows on earth in order to make amends for our past negli- 
gence in behalf of the departed, and to win for the poor souls the: 
eternal happiness for which they long. 
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ASTER comes as a climax to the forty days of prayer, penance 
and spiritual rehabilitation of Lent. The glorious ceremonies 
and privileged Octave with which the Church commemorates 
it are an indication of its rank as the greatest and most 

solemn of the whole liturgical cycle. It is the feast of Christ, Conqueror 
of death and sin! With exultant “Alleluias” we hail Him on Easter 
morning as the Victor by whom sin, its instigator, Satan. and its con- 
comitant, death, have been overcome. 


Throughout Holy Week the Christian world has been buried in 
the deep sorrow of Christ’s Passion. But already on Holy Saturday 
the grief-striken raceeeee silence of Good 
Friday with its gies empty tabernacle 
gives place to a hush of expect- 
ancy as the feast of the New Light 
and the New Life heralds the Res- 
urrection. The Church, together 
with her faithful children, almost 
impatiently awaits the mor- 
row, and anticipates it, in a certain sense, by the jubilation she mani- 
fests in the glorious music of the organ and the pealing of all the bells 
at the intonation of the “Gloria in excelsis Deo” in Holy Saturday's 
Mass. And hardly has the great symphony of the Gloria died away 
into silence, when her thrice-repeated “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
each time on a higher tone, thrills the soul with its wonderful message 
of triumph and exultation. The Verse and Tract which follow echo 
and prolong the Alleluia theme: Praise the Lord because He is good; 
because His mercy endureth forever! — Praise the Lord, all ye nations; 
and praise Him, all ye people! Because His mercy is confirmed upon 
us; and the truth of the Lord remaineth forever! 





The struggle of Lent is at an end. The first gleams of the early 
Easter morning sun tinting the horizon usher in the solemn Paschal 
Solemnity. The exultant voices of the faithful proclaim that “Christ 
is risen! Christ, the Paschal Victim, the Lamb, has redeemed the 
sheep! Christ, the Sinless One, has reconciled sinners to the Father! 
Christ, the Prince of Life, who died, now lives and reigns!” 

The Church puts aside her garments of mourning and sorrow and 
dons shining robes of white. She puts on the color of purity to show 
the innocence purchased for her by Christ’s Death and Resurrection. 
She is radiant with joy. Her altars are magnificently decked. The 
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organ swells forth in tremendous harmonies, for the Church is offer- 
ing homage to the Divinity of her Bridegroom, who “is risen as He 
said.” 





Chrsit, the Prince of Life, who died, now lives and reigns! 


“The Lord is truly risen! Alleluia!” The bloody Cross of Good 
Friday has proclaimed His oneness with humankind, and has won His 
victory over sin in the name of His brethren, held in its bonds; the 
empty tomb of Easter Sunday eloquently witnesses His Divinity and 
His victory over death. Sadness can no longer grip our souls! There 
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is pardon and redemption for us in the Blood of the Lamb who takes 
away the sins of the world. Death is robbed of its sting. Death is 
not the end of our life; it is but the gateway to life eternal. It will 
never be victorious. It lies prostrate at the feet of our glorious and 
immortal King as He proclaims to us today His message of courage, 
joy, and hope: “PEACE be to you!” 

Yes, peace and joy fill the hearts of all who have washed their 
souls in the Blood of the Lamb. Peace and joy radiate in the faces 
of all those who partake of the Flesh of the Lamb in Holy Communion, 
the Flesh which is the pledge of future resurrection: “He that eats My 
Flesh and drinks My Blood has everlasting life, and I will raise him 
up in the last day.” Easter speaks to us of that last day, “when in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet... the dead 
shall arise incorruptible.” How vain then will seem our earthly cares! 
How fleeting the treasures of life! How insignificant its pleasures! 
How truly momentary its pains and crosses! “I reckon that the suf- 
ferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to 
come, that shall be revealed in us!” — revealed on the last day when 
day and night shall both cease and there shall remain only an eternal 


NOW. 
Easter puts an end to any doubt as to the Divinity of Christ and 


of His Church; it is the pledge of our own resurrection; it teaches us 
that we should live “a risen life.” “Therefore, if you be risen with 
Christ, seek the things that are above. .. mind the things that are above, 
not the things that are upon the earth.” We have buried the “old 
man of sin” by our Easter confession. Like the angel on that first 
Easter morning, the sacrament has rolled away the heavy stone which 
buried the Christ-life in our soul, and Christ has risen in it to die now 
no more. Aflame with ardent love and enlightened by the radiant 
light of faith, we will henceforth break all barriers that separate us 
from Christ, and allow His grace to work in us, for Christ suffered 
and died that we, “having died to sin, might live to justice” through a 
rededication of ourselves to a fervent supernatural life, which one day 
He will crown with unfading glory in the life of immortality which 


Easter assures to us. 
To enter into the spirit of Easter and to enjoy its fruits, it is neces- 


sary for us to live with the Church, to live a “spiritual” life. We 
know the secret of doing this. It is the faithful observance of the com- 
mandments of God and of the Church, the frequent use of the sacra- 
ments of penance and of the Holy Eucharist, taking a personal part in 


Christ’s Sacrifice offered on the altar, and endeavoring to imitate our’ 


Divine Model in doing good by the practice of the Christian virtues. 
But true Easter joy is unknown to many in our day, because they 
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have lost the strength of a living faith and a Christian outlook on life. 
They are held by the fetters of sensual desires and inordinate love of 
the world. Their homes are spiritually desolate. Religion holds no 
place in them, the power of prayer is unknown to them. They give 
no heed to the love of their Savior, to the significance of His birth, 
His life and teachings, His crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. 
They have no share in the sacred observance of Christian feasts and 
do not partake of their fruits. They do not understand the glory of 
Easter, which points to the wondrous story of Christian faith down the 
«enturies and carries to each generation the treasures of Redemption. 

We long to see peace restored to the world after the fearful 
struggles and immense cost of human lives and resources sacrificed 
in the past decade to establish a new world in which justice and love 
would reign, with freedom conceded to all peoples, and religious liberty 
secured everywhere. But peace cannot emerge from the ruins we see 
about us until the nations turn to God and accept the teachings of the 
Prince of Peace. It is only humble, persevering prayer and sacrifice, 
together with the good example of holy lives, that can bring about 
this desired blessing. Our Risen Savior is still with us. In the com- 
passion of His Heart He pleads for mercy and heavenly blessings for 
all mankind. He has broken, once and for all, the shackles of sin 
and death, and He wills that every human being be partaker in the 
Redemption He has bought at so great a cost. Though evil seems to 
be triumphant in the world about us today, it can be so for a time 
only. Easter teaches us anew the lesson that good will come out of 
evil. The lesson of Easter is one of HOPE. Christ is risen! Our 
faith is not vain! Christ will conquer! Evil will give place to good; 
death, to life. Easter is the harbinger of joy, and so it is meet that 
we should sing with Holy Church, who repeats it over and over again: 
“This is the day which the Lord has made! Let us be glad and 


rejoice in it. Alleluia!” 








We regret that lack of space necessitates our interrupting the 
chronicle of our 75th Anniversary this month. Next month we shall 
give the story of our latest foundation—that of the Sanctuary of the 
Holy Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri. This youngest daughter-house 


. is still undergoing the “growing pains” of infancy, and we humbly 


ask kind friends and lovers of the Blessed Sacrament to offer reliet 
in the form of prayers and Lenten-sacrifice offerings. Such alms, 
given in gratitude for the great gift of our Redemption (purchased for 
us at the cost of such bitter sufferings on the part of Jesus and the 
shedding of His Precious Blood to the last drop) will certainly merit 
a special reward for their donors, and will insure a lasting remem- 
brance in the prayers of the Benedictine Sister adorers. 
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aint Benedict 


Not only is St. Benedict the guide and patriarch of the monastic life, 


but he is also the hope and consolation of all who call upon him. The power 
of his intercession and the goodness of his fatherly heart is daily proved by 


the favors he bestows upon those who invoke his aid. Because his feast falls — 


on the Wednesday of Holy Week this year, its celebration will be deferred 
to the 4th of April. May he obtain for all his clients, but especially for his 
spiritual sons and daughters, the grace to follow in his footsteps and to practice 
the virtues of which he is the sublime model and teacher. 
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The Child: Citizen of Two Worlds 


(Pastoral letter of the Bishops of the United States) 
: Concluded 
il. Sense of Direction 

The child whose eyes have been opened to the vision of God must 
be encouraged to walk by the steady light of that vision; otherwise 
he will follow wandering fires. He is too young and immature to be 
left to himself. His impulses and desires, so largely unregulated be- 
cause of his tender years, need to be given a sure direction by religious 
training, if he is to achieve that great purpose for which he was made, 
to know, to love and to serve God. 

The child must know God. There is a vast difference between 
‘knowing about God’ and ‘knowing God.’ The difference is made by 
personal experience. It is not enough that the child be given the 
necessary truths about God. They ought to be given in such a way 
that,he will assimilate them and make them a part of himself. God 
must become as real to him as his own father and mother. God must 
not remain an abstraction. If He does, He will not be loved; and if 
He is not loved, then all the child’s knowledge about Him will be 
sterile. Where love is, there too is service. “If you love Me, keep 
My commandments.” That is Christ’s test, and it must be applied to 
the child. He should be brought to see God’s commandments and 
precepts as guideposts which give an unerring direction to his steps. 
In this work, the Church, the family, and the school all have a part 
to play. 

From the time that the Church pours the waters of Baptism over 
his forehead, until she surrenders him at death to God, there is no 
period when she does not provide the child, through her sacraments 
and teachings, with a steady inspiration to serve God. The inculca- 
tion of virtues, both natural and supernatural, the repeated warnings 
against succumbing to the demands of his lower nature, the balm with 
which she alleviates the wounds caused by sin in his life, and the 
channels of grace she holds constantly open for him — all these are 
aids which the Church gives the child in directing his steps toward 
God. Parents are obligated to see that he makes ample use of these 
helps; and in addition they must inspire him to love and serve God 
by their own daily actions. The home will be his first school. He will 
be quick to imitate what he sees and hears there. Let them turn his 
impulse to imitate, which can be the source of much mischief and 
lasting harm, to the child’s advantage by giving him at home a good 
example of Christian living. 

If this example is not forthcoming, the child will become con- 
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fused by the contradiction between what is taught and what he sees 
practiced. This confusion will be compounded when he goes to a 
school where religion is taught. There he will be taught to reverence 
the Name of God, but at home he will hear God’s Name used ir- 
reverently in petulance and anger. At school he will learn to co- 
operate and get along with his fellow-pupils, but at home he will be 
allowed to offend and wrangle with his brothers and sisters. At school 
he will be taught strict precepts of honesty and justice, while at home 
his parents boast of sharp business practices and clever evasions of 
the truth. Disturbed by these contradictions and torn by conflicting 
loyalties to home and school, the child will lose confidence in his 
parents’ and teachers’ powers to give him effective direction. 


A close association between home and school should be main- 
tained by parents and school authorities so as to facilitate an ex 
change of views and confidences regarding the child. In this way, 
home and school life can be better integrated and there will be a re- 
duction of those conflicts which very often are at work in his life. 
and which do not receive the understanding and attention they deserve. 


When we speak of parents’ responsibilities, it should be remem- 
bered that they do not devolve entirely upon the mother. The father 
has his responsibilities, too, and he must not shrink them. It is not 
enough for him to provide the material means of support for the 
family. He has the obligation to identify himself with the interests 
and activities of his child. If the full benefits of parental direction 
are to be reaped by the child, such direction should include that steady- 
ing and stabilizing influence which it is the father’s duty to exert. 


Fathers and mothers have a natural competence to instruct their 
children with regard to sex. False modesty should not deter them 
from their duty in this regard. Sex is one of God’s endowments. It 
should not be ignored or treated as something bad. If sex instruction 
is properly carried on in the home, a deep reverence will be developed 
in the child and he will be spared the shameful inferences which he 
often makes when he is left to himself to find out about sex. We 
protest in the strongest possible terms against the introduction of 
sex instruction into the schools. To be of benefit, such instruction must 
be far broader than the imparting of information, and must be given 
individually. Sex is more than a biological function. It is bound up 
with the sacredness and uniqueness of the human personality. It can 
be fully and properly appreciated only within a religious and moral 
context. If treated otherwise, the child will see it apart from the 
controlling purpose of his life, which is service of God. 


Many unsalutary influences are at work in modern society which 
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must not be allowed free play upon the personality of the growing 
child. Parents should carefully regulate the company and the hours 
which their child keeps. They should not treat him as an adult. He 
needs to be warned against, even forbidden, certain associations. Par- 
ticularly during adolescence, this is extremely important. A vigilant 
watch should be kept over the type of entertainment in which he in- 
dulges, the motion pictures he attends, the books he reads, the radio 
and television programs to which he is exposed in the home. 


Ill. Sense of Responsibility 

A common complaint registered against the home and the school 
today is that they do not sharpen the child’s sense of responsibility. 
He is made conscious of his rights, to be sure; but he also has obliga- 
tions which are correlates of those rights. His education and train- 
ing are defective in the proportion that those obligations are not 
impressed on his young mind. 

No point is urged with greater insistency by religion than the 
accountability of each individual before God. It is the duty of parents 
to see to it that their child develops a deep sense of personal re- 
sponsibility, learning at the earliest possible period that he is account- 
able to God for his thoughts, his words, and his actions. His home 
training must reinforce this teaching in a practical way. He should be 
held to strict account for the performance of chores and tasks which 
are given him by his parents. He must be made to see that each mem- 
ber of the family has a part to play in the service of God by carrying 
out an assigned role. The child, thus enlightened, will be enabled 
to see in later life how the faithful discharge of his duties as a citizen 
can be related to the service of God. 

Part of the boredom affecting our society today is due to the 
unsound separation which has developed between work and spiritual 
growth. The concept of work as a means of furthering sanctification 
has largely been lost. It remains for the parents to recover that con- 
cept and apply it to the child’s daily experience. From the conscious- 
ness that even the smallest household task, when faithfully carried out, 
draws him closer to God, the child will derive a continuing motivation 
for relating all that he does to God. And thus every task, no matter 
how trivial or menial, can take on a significance which will yield rich 
spiritual returns. 

In this way the child will have learned at home a great lesson which 
will make it easier for him to adjust himself to the demands of school 
life. As he takes his place in that larger community, he will do so as 
a responsible individual. He will see his homework, his attention in 
class, and his participation in school activities as part of the same 
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Divine plan learned in the home, whereby each action has its signifi- 
cance in God’s eyes. This mindfulness throughout his daily life of 
the supernatural value of his actions will be a safeguard against the 
careless performance of any duty. The greater his talent, the more he 
will be conscious of his obligation to serve God by a rightful exercise 
of that talent. 

If the child is constantly aware that his time and his talents 
belong to God, he will want to use them properly and will avoid those 
harmful associations and pastimes which frequently lead to juvenile 
delinquency. This implies, however, that adequate recreational facili- 
ties and opportunities for the development of his interest in hobbies, 
games, and other activities are available so that his abounding energy 
can find wholesome channels for expression. 

The spiritual helps which the child has for deepening his sense 
of responsibility must not be neglected. Parents should encourage the 
practice of nightly examination of conscience and weekly confession. 
The child who goes over his thoughts, speech, and actions at the end 
of each day, seeking out what has been displeasing to God, will 
gradually develop a sensitivity to God’s claims upon his life. The 
practice of weekly confession will make him conscious of the manner 
in which he has misused his time and talents. It will heighten in him 
that sense of accountability to God which is necessary if he is to show 
proper contrition for his failings and proper amendment of them. 


IV. Sense of Mission 

In learning the valuable lesson that he is accountable to God for 
the use of his time and talents, the child will acquire not only a sense 
of responsibility, but a sense of mission as well. For his religious 
training will remind him that his future happiness lies not in the in- 
dulgence of selfish desires, but in the complete dedication of his whole 
personality to God’s service. “I am come to do the will of Him who 
sent Me.” This must be the keynote of the child’s mission in this 
world. For him the will of God must come to be more important than 
any personal consideration. Only when he masters this truth will he 
be given to see how all things, even disappointments and setbacks, can 
be turned to good account in the service of God. 

Since everyone is not called to serve God in the same way or in 
the same capacity, great care should be exercised in the child’s voca- 
tional guidance. Otherwise, aimlessness in his training will leave him 
without permanent direction for his talents and aptitudes. Parents 
and teachers must help him to choose and to follow a calling for which 
he is gifted and in which he can best serve God. A deeper awareness 
in the child of his mission in life will do much to reduce the shocking 
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waste of time and energy which in so many instances characterizes his 
formative years today, and later prevents him from taking his full 
place in civic life. 

Among the boys and girls of our land, God has destined some 
to carry on the work of His Church for the salvation of souls. To these 
He has given a religious vocation. Here indeed is a challenge to the 
generosity of American parents. If in all sincerity they have impressed 
upon their child that he has a mission in life to do God’s will, they 
in turn will want to co-operate with that will and aid in its fulfilment. 
God’s claims are prior to every human consideration. If He calls the 
child to His special service, parents should not shrink from the sacri- 
fice often entailed by such a call. The pain of severing home ties will 
be more than offset by the spiritual joy given to those who labor in 
the Vineyard of the Lord. 

In emphasizing the supreme importance of religion in the spiritual 
development of the child, we are but applying to the circumstances of 
today the eternal principles which the Church received from her Divine 
Founder. For nineteen centuries, the Church has lingered lovingly 
over Christ’s tribute to the child: “Suffer little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.” The 
implications of that tribute should be recognized by all who have care 
of the child. Theirs is the great vocation to show him that he is a 
citizen, not only of this world, but of that other world which lies beyond 
with God, whose kingdom is the kingdom of children. 











Little Lovers’ League 


A\ My Ses 
yy Vg AVE you noticed the happy coincidence that Easter 





(y~— Sunday falls on the Feast of the Annunciation this 
| year, Little Lovers? This means that the Angel who 
announced to Mary that she was to be the Mother 
of God, can proclaim to us that Christ is risen, that 
we are freed from our sins, and that heaven’s high 
door is open to us once more. Everywhere we hear 


the Alleluia; the lilies on the altar, like lovely white trumpets, seem 
to be sounding it; and our own hearts, after a Lent well spent in 
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following Jesus and His Sorrowful Mother on the Way of the Cross, 
should be swelling with an Alleluia of joy, too. 


The three solemn and deeply significant days before Easter Sun- 
day give us a last chance, as it were, to prepare for this most beauti- 
ful of all the feasts of the year. On Holy Thursday we celebrate the 
institution of the Holy Eucharist, the giving of Christ’s own Flesh to 
be our nourishment, and His Presence in the Blessed Sacrament to 
be our abiding joy and consolation. On Good Friday we commemorate 
Our Lord’s bitter sufferings and Death on the Cross. On Holy Satur- 
day the Church blesses many of the objects she will use in her cere- 
monies throughout the year: the new fire, the Paschal candle, incense, 
etc., and begins to withdraw the purple mourning coverings from her 
statues. Then at last comes the wonderful day itself! May it be a 
truly happy and grace-filled day for each one of you, dear Little Lovers, 
and may our Risen Savior hold you close to His pierced Heart to re- 
ward you Himself for the love you have shown Him this Lenten season. 


Nor must we forget that this month of March is dedicated to dear 
St. Joseph, Our Lord’s foster father, and spouse of the Blessed Mother. 
One of the greatest saints in heaven, St. Joseph is also our most power: 
ful advocate with the Child Jesus (with the exception of His Mother, 
of course). Just as Jesus loved His gentle, humble foster father on 
earth and obeyed him there, so now in heaven He loves him eternally, 
and cannot seem to refuse him anything. Therefore, if you have 
trouble with your studies or other duties, and your plans just won't 
work out, go to St. Joseph, because he is a kind and loving father, 
always ready to help you. Then, too, you see, he was a carpenter, and 
knows how to put things together! 


Practice: Say the following ejaculation daily in honor of St. 
Joseph and ask him to help you become truly unselfish and humble. 


Aspiration: St. Joseph, foster father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and true spouse of the Virgin Mary, pray for us. (300 days’ ind.) 





2 ss ww Saint Patrick « s «# 


EAR Little Lovers, when we first looked for the feast of 
an Apostle in March, there was none to be found. Then 
the figure ‘‘17’’ seemed to grow larger before our eyes, 
and we could all but hear a chorus of protest from the 
Island of Saints and Scholars: ‘‘No Apostle’s feast in March? Sure, 
now, what about St. Patrick?’’ And if you think it over, you will see 
that it is true, though, of course, St. Patrick was not one of the original 
twelve Apostles. However he can certainly be called the Apostle of 
Ireland, for the Emerald Isle owes its conversion from paganism al- 
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most entirely to this saint, who spent the greater part of his life 
preaching the Faith of Christ throughout its length and breadth. 

There has been considerable argument as to exactly where Patrick 
was born, and when; but historians say that most probably he was 
born of Christian parents, in Gaul, (now France), somewhere around 
the year 387. When he was sixteen, a party of raiders from the Irish 
coast carried him off to their country and sold him as a slave to one 
of the chieftains of the district, who set him to tending sheep on the 
hills of County Antrim. Thus, the boy Patrick, in his lonely days and 
nights amid the mountains, gave himself up to the contemplation of 
the mercy of God, who had spared him from death at the hands of 
pirates and given him this time to ponder the mysteries of his Faith. 

Some six years later he managed to escape from his master and. 
found a ship to take him back to France. Here he spent several 
years in different monasteries, learning to endure hardship and suffer- 
ing for the love of God. But he was haunted at this time by a vision 
or dream in which he heard an Irish youth entreating him to return 
to Ireland and bring this country the blessing of Christianity. Finally,. 
around the year 431, Patrick went to Rome and received the command 
from Pope Celestine to go as missionary to the Irish. 

Having been consecrated bishop, the saint set out and headed 
for the coast, but was driven away by hostile natives, and so decided. 
to proceed toward Ulster and landed in County Down. As he knew 
the Celtic tongue, he was able to talk with the chief of one district 
called Dicho, and soon won him to the Faith, together with his family. 
So enthusiastic were his new converts that they gave him a piece of 
land, where later a church and monastery were built and which be- 
came a favorite retreat of St. Patrick’s. He labored with great suc- 
cess in this and surrounding places. There is a story of one prince’s. 
son who was so eager to receive the saint’s blessing after his baptism, 
that he pressed very close to him, so close, in fact, that the iron point 
of Patrick’s staff pierced his foot. Noticing the blood pouring from. 
the wound, the saint asked him why he had not cried out, and the 
boy replied that he had thought it was a part of the ceremony, and 
that surely it was a very small thing to suffer for his Master. 

Hearing that the king of Ireland, Laghaire, with his nobles, the 
priests, and the bards or poets, were assembled at Tara for the great 
annual festival held around Easter time, Patrick decided to go to 
this stronghold of pagan superstition and preach the Gospel of Christ 
to the throngs there. Admiring his courage at coming unarmed into 
the very camp of the enemy (for the pagan priests, knowing his suc- 
cess, feared and hated the saint as a deadly rival), King Laghaire in- 
vited Patrick to speak to the gathering. So the saint—his simple 
white mantle and cowl a strange contrast to the brilliant robes and 
barbaric ornaments of the pagans, his wooden staff, surmounted by 
the Cross of Christ, seeming to tower over the burnished bronze and 
gleaming silver of the warriors’ shields—breathed a fervent prayer 
to the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with glowing eloquence of 
the one God, whose only Son had died to redeem mankind. So im- 
pressed was the king, that he gave Patrick permission to preach with- 
out further hindrance. The legend adds that the next time the king 
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and his princes knelt to worship their chief idol, it was smashed to 
pieces at St. Patrick’s prayer, and that a fountain of clear water 
sprang up on the same spot, in which many were baptized, including 
Conall, the king’s brother. 


With great prudence St. Patrick went about his work of convert- 
ing the nation. Whenever he could he used a natural object to illus- 
trate a supernatural one. For instance, he used the shamrock with its 
three leaves and one stem, to explain the Trinity, which is three 
Persons, but one God. From province to province he traveled, build- 
ing oratories and schools, ordaining priests and consecrating bishops, 
so that soon all Ireland was dotted with churches, and the ancient 
poetry of the old Irish superstition was changed into the far lovelier 
poetry of the Catholic Faith. The sun-god and the moon-goddess 
yielded to the Son of God and His Virgin-Mother with the moon at 
her feet, while the elves and fairies, formerly thought to dwell in the 
lakes and woods, gave way to the angels and saints, who were always 
ready to help their new companions in the Faith. 

In his tireless zeal for the salvation of others, St. Patrick did 
not overlook the care of his own soul, and frequently withdrew from 
the scene of his labors to make a retreat at his monastery. On one 
of these retreats, so a legend goes, he was attacked by demons, and 
after praying to the Lord, drove them all headlong into the Western 
Ocean, in the form of serpents, and that is why Ireland has never 
since been troubled by reptiles. A man of pleasing appearance and 
attractive manner, gentle of disposition, yet firm as a rock when neces- 
sary, St. Patrick practiced great mortification all his life long. He 
ate and slept but little, and always wore a hair shirt, traveled every- 
where on foot and gave most of what he received to the poor and 
needy. Despite his many gifts, his knowledge and his spirit of proph- 
ecy, the saint was a man of wonderful humility. He had a great 
love for the Lord’s Day and observed it most fervently. Once when 
his ship had reached harbor on a Sunday morning, he refused to go 
ashore, but celebrated Mass on board. Some pagan Irishmen were 
building a fort nearby, and when Patrick asked them to stop pro- 
faning the Sabbath in this way, they merely laughed at him. Then 
he prophesied that their work would come to nothing; the very next 
night the sea arose and swept away what they had built. 


The saint’s mission had now lasted for twenty-three years, years 
of toil and hardship, but also years filled with the joy of winning 
souls for God, and years which had seen the Faith so firmly estab- 
lished in Ireland, that not all the centuries of persecution to come 
would be able to overthrow it. Being now seventy-eight years old, and 
knowing that death was near, St. Patrick went for the last time to 
Saul, his favorite of all the churches he had established, and there, 
surrounded by his monks, he died in the year 465. All Ireland 
mourned him, and the old chronicle says that the torches which burned 
around his body as it lay in state kept the nights as bright as the 
days, while the sweet songs of angels filled the air with heavenly 
harmony. Oh, great St. Patrick, teach us to love our holy Faith as 
you did, to study its mysteries, and work for its spread throughout 
the world, so that all men may share its blessings. 
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For the Month of Good 
ST. JOSEPH 


(Feast—March 19) 


GO TO JOSEPH — A booklet 
to inspire confidence and trust in 
the beloved foster father of Jesus. 
Fxplains his power of intercession 
and includes many prayers in his 


honor. 10¢ 
DEVOTIONS TO ST. JOSEPH 


A charming collection of prayers 
and devotions to obtain the help 
and guidance of St. Joseph. 10¢ 


Booklets on the Sacraments 
Fountains of Salvation — Treats of the sacraments, with special 
sections devoted to Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. 10¢ 
Confession, Its Fruitful Practice — Explains the nature of this 
sacrament and how to derive most benefit from it. 10¢ 


United in Christ — A wealth of sound information on the Sac- 


rament of Matrimony. 10¢ 


Through Death to Life — The Church's consoling doctrine on 


the Sacrament of Extreme Unction; instructions for the attendants and 


the sick. 10¢ 


Booklets for Visits and 
Holy Hours 


The following booklets offer a 
series of affectionate and intimate 
conversations with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Each booklet, 
10¢. 

Jesus, Joy of My Heart 
Jesus Pleads for My Love 
A Novena of Holy Communions 
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Jesus Loves Me 
My Daily Visit 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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the true meaning of this 
joyous Easter season 


A Complete List of Benedictine Booklets 


will be sent on request. 
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